Human rights

Everyone is born with the right to a life of
equality, dignity and respect regardless of any
aspect of their identity, such as race or ethnicity,
gender, religion, Indigenous identity, disability
and sexual orientation. We all deserve and

have the right to live our daily lives free from
discrimination.

Our Office

B.C.’s Human Rights Commissioner was
re-established in 2019 as an independent officer
of the Legislature. This special status allows

the Commissioner to work independently of
government and political parties to monitor and
improve human rights protections at a provincial
level. Our Office exists to address the root causes
of inequality, discrimination and injustice in B.C.
by shifting laws, policies, practices and cultures.

Our priorities

I Discrimination under B.C.’s Human Rights
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p A Decolonization and Indigenous rights

@ Poverty as a cause and effect of inequality
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" Right to the highest standard of health
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’ Right to participate in democratic systems

To the Indigenous
Peoples of this place
we now call British
Columbia:

Today we turn our minds
to you and to your
ancestors. You have kept

your lands strong.

We are grateful to live
and work here.
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British Columbia’s Office of the Human Rights
Commissioner encourages the distribution and
exchange of information presented in this publication.

For an electronic version, visit our website at:
bchumanrights.ca/publications.
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“At the
heart of
human
rights is
equality.’

—Kasari Govender,

B.C.’s Human Rights
Commissioner
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Learn about our current work in:

- Read about your rights, responsibilities and human rights issues in our province

Education

* Watch videos on human rights in B.C. and systemic discrimination

* Attend free educational sessions on recognizing and preventing discrimination

Engagement

* Host conversations based on our videos, infographics and reports

» Follow our social media to find out how to become involved in our work

= Read our advice on police reform, the rights of those living in poverty and more

* Learn how we promote and protect human rights through inquiries and intervening in

Advocacy court cases

= Consider ways to improve equality in the workplace using our Employment Equity

Toolkit

Apply for a special program

Special programs allow your organization to
improve conditions for groups that are traditionally
underrepresented through targeted hiring, housing
and service provision initiatives. Visit our website to
learn more.

Other related organizations

BC
‘ CLAS ' Human Rights

Clinic

Supports you with free
legal advice to make

a formal complaint
(bchrc.net)

' BC Human Rights
Tribunal

Listens to and makes
decisions about human
rights complaints
(bchrt.ca)




